Gastric antral vascular ectasia (GAVE) associated with systemic sclerosis: relapse after endoscopic treatment by argon plasma coagulation.
In this report, we present a case of gastric antral vascular ectasia (GAVE) associated with systemic sclerosis and interstitial pneumonitis. This case showed resistance to endoscopic treatment using argon plasma coagulation (APC). After initial recognition of GAVE as the origin of persistent anemia, three sessions of APC were performed and dilated vessels on the antrum were eliminated completely. Five months after primary treatment, follow-up endoscopy revealed deformity of the gastric antrum caused by ulcer scars induced by APC, with no vascular ectasia. Ten months later, the patient showed anemia and recurrence of GAVE on endoscopy. Ablation using APC was performed again, thereby eradicating recurrent GAVE completely. At a two months' follow-up, however, recurrent GAVE was indicated. In spite of GAVE eradication by APC, a third recurrence of GAVE was observed after 32 months. During the follow-up period, systemic sclerosis and interstitial pneumonitis were controlled clinically by administration of methyl prednisolone with no aggravation.